GOVERNMENT   DISTURBED                  377
what a boycott in Ireland means ? Do you know that a
mother cannot get milk for her dying babe ; and that it
will be allowed to die, simply, forsooth, because the father
or mother is under the boycott ? A farmer cannot go to bed
without knowing there is a chance that next morning he
may find his cattle with their tails cut off or their eyes gouged
out. It is a state of savagery, and a blot on the English
name." There was a great increase in the number of attacks
with firearms, and the responsibility for these murders and
other crimes Carson fastened upon the Liberal Government,
which had allowed the Peace Preservation Act to lapse and
so " put the arms into the hands of these men."
In the House of Commons he threw himself once again
into the field of Irish politics, and, by his constant and
devastating attacks on the inactivity of the Irish office, he
disturbed into anger even the kindly equanimity of Augustine
Birrell, who complained that Carson was " offensive and
disagreeable." Mr. Asquith, too, usually imperturbable,
was stirred into an irritable restlessness before the Irish-
man's accusations, as he reclined on the Treasury Bench.
He had an opportunity on the 4th February 1908, to raise
the whole question on the Conservative amendment to the
address which regretted " that the speech of His Gracious
Majesty has failed to refer to the increase of agrarian crime
and disorder in Ireland," or to give any assurance as to the
adoption of measures for the better protection of the lives
or properties of His Majesty's subjects. He had been taunted
by one of the Irish members as a tyrant and as " Coercion
Carson " in the old days of the land war.<c If this was meant
as a reproach," retorted Carson, ec I will only say that there
is a great difference between the view of the honourable
member and myself. He advocates the coercion of the mob.
I advocate, if necessary, the coercion of the law, and if I,
in my earlier legal days, were engaged in pulling down
tyranny and intimidation in Ireland, I tell him at once that,
even after this longish period, when I can perhaps take a
better perspective view of the situation, I can say that I have
done nothing which I in the least regret, or of which I am
in the least ashamed." Birrell had referred to most of the